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Gen. XIV. 18, 19, 20. 


And Melchizedek King of Salem brought forth Bread 
and Vine: and he was the Prieſt of the moſt High God. 
And he bleſſed him, and ſaid, Bleſſed be Abram of the 
moſt High God, Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth : © 
And bleſſed be the moſt High God, who hath deliver'd thy 
Enemy, into thy band. And he gave him Tithes of all. 


HO the Wickedneſs of the World before the Flood 
was very great and provoking, yet we have no ac- 
count of the Eftabliſhment of Tyranny, andof War 
its fatal Attendant, till after the univerſal Deluge. 
We then ſoon hear of the Monarchy of Nimrod, the 
Beginning of whoſe Kingdom was Babel, and of the unjuft In= 
croachments of divers other Perſons, whom the Defire of Do- 
minion prompted to make a Prey of Mankind: Such were 
thoſe Kings mention'd in the beginning of this Chapter, who 
were intirely defeated by a Confederate Army under the Com- 
mand of Abraham, ; | | 
The firſt Aſſertor of the common Liberty, and Scourge of 
Arbitrary Princes, that we read of, was this Patriarch; who, 
as he was ftil'd the Friend of God for his ſingular Piety, prov'd 
no leſs the Friend of Men, in breaking the Yokes of Oppreſſors, 
and in vindicating the Rights of injur'd Nations.  —© 
. This God-like Temper of Mind well became the Father of the 
Faithful, who ated as if he would in ſome ſort anticipate the 
Accompliſhment of the Promiſe God had made iim 
that in him all the Familys of the Earth ſhould be bleſs'd , Gen. 12.3. 
(tho this eſpecially related to the Meſſiah, who was | 
to deſcend from him) for he endeayour'd to diffuſe the Bleſſing 
of Liberty among Mankind, as far as he was capable, by his 
victorious Arms, as well as that of the True Religion by his ex- 
emplary Faith and Pietx. 4 5 
As he knew how with Patience and Reſignation to ſacrifice 
tne moſt tender Sentiments of human Nature to the Commands 
of God; and quitting his Country, his Kindred, and his Fa- 
ther's Houſe, obey'd the heavenly Call, tho be knew not whit her 
be went ſo he had e and Charity to expoſe himſelf to 
the various Hazards of War, that he might reſtore thoſe, who 
groan'd under the Burden of Slavery, to the Enjoyment. of 
their antient Rights and Privileges. \ 3 
And by the ſame Faith that ſupported him under all the In- 
- Conyeniences of a State of an, {or the ſake of the true 
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Eq A Thankſgiving Sermon „ 
n Religion: he ſubdu d Kingdoms, wrought Righteouf. 
Heb. 11. 33. neſs, and obtain d Promiſes, even of the greateſt 
BhBleſſings, both for himſelf and his Poſterity. 

*T was on his Return from the Slaughter of four potent Prin. 

ces, and the total Defeat of their Armys, that .Melchizedeb the 
King of Salem, and Prieſt of the moſt High God, met him to 
congratulate the Succeſs of his Arms ; while the Holy Pa- 
triarch aſcribes this compleat Victory to the Arm of the LOAD 
of Hoſts, and dedicates a part of the Spoil to the Service of the 
Altar: Which is the true Import of our Text. For it contains, 


* 


I. 2elchizedek's Congratulation.; and, 
II. Abraham's Offering. . 


N In the firſt of theſe I ſhall particularly conſider, 
i FS, The Occaſion of this Interview of Melchizedek and 4. 
aham. Lek 
(2) The Character of this Great Man who congratulated 
3.) The Congratulation it ſelf. 3 


(..) As to the Occaſion: 
It was (as I juſt now remark'd) the Return of Abraham from a 
very memorable Battel, in which he triumph'd over four Kings, | 
who had a little before ſpread Ruin and D-ſolation thro the ad- | 
jacent Countrys. | EL | | 
The Names of theſe Princes we have in the beginning of the 
Chapter, viz. Amraphel King of Shinar, Arioch King of Ellaſar, | 
Chedorlaomer King of Elam, and Tidal King of Nations, * | 
| / The firſt of theſe ſeems to have been a Succeſ- | 
Gen. 10. 8. ſor of Nimrod, who (as the Holy Scripture ex- 
4 -prefles it) began to be a Mighty one in the Earth, that 
is, attain'd to. great Power and Dominion ; and was a mighty - 
Hunter before the LORD; which the Targum of Jonathan renders 
4 Rebel before the LORD; and the Feruſalem Para phraſt interprets 
it a Hunter of the Sons of Men, &c. and makes him a cruel Per- 
ſecutor, that would needs oblige Men to forſake the true Reli- 
gion to obey his Orders. | 
This Phraſe | before the LORD] may ſignify either his open 
| and impudent Defiance of the Divine Authority, 
Gen. 13, 13. as the Men of Sodom are ſaid to have been Wicked 
| and Sinners before the LORD exceedingly ; or 
that Ged took ſpecial notice of the criminal Attempts of this 
Rs * Arbitrary Prince, and highly reſented 'em ; as tis 
Gen.6.11,12, ſaid, The Earth was corrupt before God And God 
' * _  logked upon the Earth, that is, with Diſpleaſure and 
Ver. 13, Anger, as appears by his threatning to deſtroy it 
- - .** with its Inhabitants in the following words. And 
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it ſrems the Cruelty of Nimrod was ſo remarkable and notorious, 


that it became a Proyerb, when one would deſcribe „ 
a Tyrant, to ſay, Even Nimrod the migaty Hunter Gen. 10. 9. 


— 


before the LORD. 


Some think this Printe made uſs of Hunting as an occaſion 


of drawing many active and valiant Men to follow him, and 
that theſe were afterward employ'd as the Inſtruments of his 


ambitious Deſigns, and rais'd him to that Sovereignty to which 


he aſpir d: and this is reported as the Artifice of Ninus the Son 

of Belus, who is ſuppos'd to be the very ſame Perſon whom Mo- 

ſes here calls Nimrod. | . | 
The Beginning of his Kingdom was Babel, and E- Gen. 10. 10. 

rech, and Accad, and Calneh in the Land of Shinar. 

This appears to be the Foundation of the Aſſyrian 


Monarchy ; for it was from this Land that Aſhur (to Ver. 11. 4.7 


whom Aſſyria owes its Name) went forth and built 


Nineveh; and the Prophet Micah expreſly calls Aſ- Mic. 5.6. : 


Mia the Land of Nimrod. \ | 
The ſecond Prince againft whom Abraham made war, was 


Arioch King of Ellaſar, which ſome take to be Syria, or a Part 
of it ; but whether they are in the right or not, I ſhall not 


prevend to determine. | | 

Chedorlaomer was the third, who is intitled King FEA 
of Elam, a Country thought to be ſo call'd from Gen.10.22, 
one of the Sons of Shem of that Name, and ſup- 


pr by ſome to be Media or Perſia. As this Prince was of the 
L 


oſterity of Shem, and had inflav'd the Canaanites T de- 


ſcended from «Ham, it ſeems an e e 169 


of that Prophecy of Noah, that Canaan 


ould be Gent g. 27. 
the Servant of Shem. 2 


IT he laſt of thoſe Princes was Tidal King of Nations, which | 
is taken by ſome for the Country afterwards call'd Pamphylia. - 
Tis not improbable that this Title was given him becauſe of . 


the Extent of his Dominion, and of the different Nations ſub- 


ect to him; or becauſe his Cquntry was peopled by Men of 
various Nations, and made-ſuch a Mixture of People, as that 


which afterwards laid the foundation of the Roman State. 
tis ſuppos'd Galilee is call d Galilee of the Gentiles {or Nations] 
becauſe a mix'd People inhabited that Part of Paleſlina. 

Theſe four Monarchs it appears were Confederate, and Che- 
 forlaomer, the Chief of this dangerous Alliance, had ſo far ex- 


tended his exorbitant Power, as to ſubjugate five Kings with *. 
their People, and to make *em Tributary to him. Their - 


Names are recited in the beginning of the Chap- 1 
ter, viz. Bera King of Sodom, Birſha King of Go- Ver. 2. 
morrah, Shinab King of Admah, Shemeber King 7-0 
Zebojim, and the King of Bela which is Zoar., . 
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6 A Thankſgiving Sermon 
After theſe Princes had borg.the Yoke of Chedorlaomer the 
ſpace of twelve years, they began to give ſome ſigns of 
- Life, and to aſpire after their former Liberty, and at length 
had the Courage to take up Arms againft the Tyrant 'who had 
; _ ſo long 1 'em: for the Sacred Text tells 
Ver. 4. us, In the thirteenth Tear they rebeld. And they 
- ſhew'd ſo much Vigour on this occafion, that he 
was not able to reduce em till the Year following; when this 
haughty Monarch, and his three Allys, united their Forces, 
and carry'd Blood and Deſolation thro the neigh- 
Ver. 5, 6,7. bouring Countrys. In the fourteenth Tear came Che- 
| dorlaomer, and the Kings that were with him, and 
ſmote the Raphaims in Aſhteroth-Karnaim, and the Zuzims in 
Ham, and the Emims in Shaveh-Kirjathaim ; and the Horites in 
their Mount Seir, unto El-paran, which is by the Wilderneſs. And 
they return d, and came to En-Miſhpat, which js Kadeſh, and ſmote, 
all the Country of the Amalekites, and alſo the Amorites that dwelt 
in Hazezon-Tamar. Theſe three Terms, the. Rephaims, Zu- 
ms, and Emims, here mention'd, are by the Chaldee Paraphraſt 
interpreted Giants, Mighty Men, and Terrible, The 
Deut. 2.11. firſt of em is elſewhere render'd Giants in our 
Ekxgliſh Tranſhtion. The Zuzims are probably 
Deut. 2.20. the ſame Race of Giants, who are call'd Zamzum- 
Deut. 2.10. mim by Moſes; who alſo ſays, The Emims were a Pev- 
ple great and many, and tall as the Ana kinis. 
Tho theſe Nations were famous for their prodigious Stature 
and Strength, as well as for the Greatneſs of their Numbers, 
they were not able to ſtand the ſhock of the more powerful Ar- 
my of Chedorl aomer and his Allys, who, like a rapid Inundation, 
carry'd all before er. 

The five Kings who govern'd Sodom, Gomorrah, and the other 
Citys of the Plain, with their Dependancys, took the Field 
with their Troops, to ſtem this impetuous Tide, which threa- 
ten'd univerſal Ruin, to defend their lately recover'd Liberty, 

and perhaps to reſtore the ſame Bleſſing to their miſerable 

Neighbours, -—- TD : | 
”” 55 With theſe Hopes they join Battel with the four 
Ver. 8, , Tyrants in the Vale of Siddim: but as Providence 
10, 11. does not always favour the beft of Cauſes with 
3 immediate Succeſs, but often chaſtiſes vicious Na- 

tions with the Sword of cruel Uſurpers ; the five unhappy Prin- 

ces are defeated, a great number of their Army flain, and the 
reſt put to flight; while the inſulting Conquerors pillage their 

Citys, and carry their Familys into Captivity” © | 

r Aniong thoſe who ſuffer'd by this publick Cala- 
Gen. 13. 5, mity, Lot the Nephew of Abraham was one ; This 
6. Great Man, who was no leſs famous for his Piet) 
2 Pet. 2. 7. than for his Wealth, was firſt plunder'd, and then 
3 led away Priſoner by tie Enemy, When 


» 8 
. 


When this unhappy News was brought to Abra - od 1M 
ham, by a Perſon who had made his eſcape, he Gen, 14.12; 


"+. 


8 was ſenſibly touch d with the ſevere Affliction l 
f that had befallen ſo, near a Kinſman and ſo gqgd a Friend; 

h and it could not but aggravate his Trouble, that-ſo zealous. a 

d Worſhipper of the True God ſhould be-involy'd in the com- 

ls mon Ruin. He was likewiſe: mov'd with a generous Compaſ- 

y ſion for thofe miſerable Princes and People, who when t 

2 began to taſt the Pleaſure of their lately recover d Liberty, 

is ſoon found themſelves reduc'd to a worſe State of Servitude than 


that they had endur'd before k 


$ | FO hut: 
5 The noble Patriarch immediately reſolves on an Expedition 
. to relieve em; he gives Orders to the Troops of . pt 
id his Houſhold to arm, and having engag'd Mamre, Ver.13, 14. 
in Eſchol, and Aner, who were in Alliance with him, | 
in he marches with the utmoſt Diligence in purſuit 

id of the Conquerors; and having divided his Army Ver. 15, 16. 
te, in the Night, in order to artack em with te 
It greater advantage, he ſoon put em to the Rout. Gen. 14. 17. 

1 In this Battel the four Kings were put to the Heb. 7. 1. 

ſt Sword: and after a vigorous Purſuit, to render 2 

c this Glorious Action compleat, Abraham retakes all the Priſo- 


Ir ners they had carry'd away, and returns laden with the Spoil, 
ly particularly all that the Enemy had lately taken, when they 


n pillag'd the Citys of the Plain. | 
0 As he returns from the Slaughter of Chedorlaomer and the o- | 
ther Kings that were with him; the King of Sodom goes out 
re to meet him, not only to congratulate him on this tit 
s great Victory, but to offer him all the Spoil he Gen. 14.21. | 
r. had recover'd, as a grateful Acknowledgment of 5 
n, he Obligation both himſelf and his People were under to their 
Great Deliverer. 2 5 | 
er The generous Propoſal of the King is yet more Ver. 22, 23, 
Id generouſly refus'd by the Patriarch, who took too 24. 5 
a- great a pleaſure in mortifying the Pride of ry 
7 rants, and in doing Right to the Injur'd, to deſire the Poſſeſ- 
le ſion of their Eſtates as the Price of their Liberty; and there- 
fore declares himſelf well content to have barely ſubſiſted his 
ur own Troops at their. Expence, and to have done Juſtice to his 
ce Confederates, in allowing 'em ſuch a Proportion of the Booty 
tn as was reaſonable for the Service of their Auxiliary Forces. 
a- Amidſt all the Honours that are done him on the account of 
n- his Triumph, he does not forget to pay homage to that God o 


he whom Victory belongs, by devoting the Tenth part of the Spoils, as 
ir a Sacrifice of Thankſgiving, when Melchizedek, came to congra- 
tulate him on this glorious Occaſioꝶ Ss | 


N And this leads me to conſider, a 
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Y ; A Thankſgiving Sermon © . 
42.) The Character of this Eminent Perſon. He isdeſcrih'q | 
in the Text both by his Name { gielchixedek] and by his Digni- 
ty, King of Salem, and Prieſt of the moſt High God. ' | 
According to the Chaldee Paraphraſt, Salem ſignifies Feryſa- 
lem; and indeed that City is ſo call'd Pſal. 76. 2. tho ſome q- 
e thers ſuppoſe it to be the ſame with Salim near 
John 3. 23. non, ſpoken of in the Goſpel; where John choſe 
| to baptize, becauſe there was much Water. 


. The Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews ob. 

Heb. 7. 2. ſerves, that his Name ¶ Melchizedek] ſignifies Ki 
, Righteouſneſs, and that his Title [ King of Salem 
may be interpreted King of Peace; intimating that this Deſcrip 
tion of him in the Holy Scripture was deſign'd to ſhew that 
his juſt and peaceful Reign render'd him a fit 
Iſa. 9.6, 7. Type of Chriſt, who is call'd the Prince of Peace, 
« and of the Increaſe of whoſe Government and Paget there 
(hall be no end; for he ſhall order and eſtabliſh his Kingdom with Fudg- 
ment and Juſtice for ever. On which place ſome of the Hebrew 
Doctors ſay, the Name of the Meſſiah is Salem. This agrees 
4 with what the ſame Prophet elſewhere expreſſes ; 
' Ifa. 32, 1, Behold a King ſhall reign in Righteouſneſs, &c. And 
TR to deſcribe the Glory of his Kingdom, he after- 
Ver. 17. wards ſays, The Work of Righteouſneſs ſhall be Peace, 
* and the Effet of Righteouſneſs, Quietneß, and Aſſu- 
5 rance ſor ever. And the Pſalmiſt elegantly on the 
Pſal. 8 3, 11. ſame Subject, Mercy and [ruth are met together, and 

> Righteouſneſs and Peace have kiſs'd each other. 
Melchizedek is as well deſcrib'd by his Prieftly Office, as by 

his Royal Dignity ; for he is ſaid to be the Prieſt of the moſt Hiz 
Ged. ' In the time of the Patriarchs the Head of each Fa- 
mily exercis'd the Function of a Prieſt as well as that of a 
Ruler, as we may remark in the Hiſtory of Abraham, Iſaac, 
and Jacob; and when divers Familys or Tribes united in So- 

- Ciety, and put themſelves under the Conduct of a common 

Head for their Preſervation and Defence, they ſeem to have 
e that nane could be more worthy of the Honour of the 


- Prieſthood than righteous Governours : who while they reſem- 
bled God in doing Jai and in loving Mercy, could not but be ac- 


ceptable to him; and would not fail to make fervent In- 
terceſſion with God for that People, whoſe Welfare it was 
| their conftant Care to conſult and promote. 1 

Tr he Character of Melchizedek leaves no room to doubt that 
„ he was thus. qualify'd for the Adminiſtration of the Affairs 
þoth of Church and State, while he alternately diſpens'd Jul- 
tice from the Throne, agh perform'd the Sacred Service of 

the Temple. - Md as oy. | | 


| Whether 
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Whether he was the firſt Inftance of the Conjunction f 
the Regal and Prieftly Office in the ſame Perſon, is not ſo 
cextain; but tis not unlikely, that the Example of a Perſon 
of his Eminence might introduce this Practice into ſeveral _ 
other Nations: For Ariſtotle aſſures us, that antiently || Kings 
both offer d Sacrifices, and had the Conduct of War. So + Virgil 
ſpeaking of the King at Delos, gives him alſo the Title of a 
Prieſt. The antient Kings of Rome had the ſame Office, and 
the Emperors were ſtil'd Pontifices Maximi, or Chief Prieſts. 
Tis plain Melchizedek worſhip'd the True God, for he is ſaid 
to he the Prieſt of the moſt High God, or of the High and mighty God, 
as ſome interpret it; a Name of God oppos'd to the Idols of 
the Heathen, which are ſo often and ſo juſtly | 
deſpis'd in the Writings of the Prophets, as Iſa. 41. 7. & 
unable to help their Votarys ; ſince they are Ver. 22, 22,24, 
void of Senſe, Motion and Life, and ſo more Ch. 44. 9—adg. - 
ſtupid than their very Worſhippers. As the Pſal. 115. 4—9. 
True God was antiently known by this Name | 
of Moſt High in the Land of Canaan,the Title ſeems to have been 
long preſerv'd among the Phenicians *, whoſe Country was not 
very remote from that which Melchizedck govern . 
This Great Man having been an eminent Type of our Ble{- 
ſed Saviour, the Myftick Reference of the Name and Titles 
of the former areexplain'd in the Epiſtle to x 
the Hebrews, when the Author of that Epi- Heb. 7. 11. 
ſtle is proving the Dignity of Chriſt's Pricft- | 
hood to be ſuperiour to that of Aaron; finc2 Heb. 5. 10. 
Chriſt is calld of God a High Prieſt after the Or- 2 
der of Melchizedek. 3 | 
He cites the Words of the Pſalmift, to ſhew Heb. 7. 20, 21, 
that our Sayiour was conſecrated not without 22, | 
the Oath of God: The LORD hath ſworn and Pal. 110. 4. 
will not repent, Thou art a Prieſt for ever after | 
the Order of Melchizedek : Whereas the Leuitical Priefts were 
ordain'd without that Solemnity; whence he infers the Inferi- 
ority of their Order. | FE 1 85 
He inſinuates the ſame thing, when he ſhews that the Lei- 
tical Prieſthood had not the Regal Authority join'd to it, ſince 
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* BIR Anius, Rex idem hominum, Phcebique Sacerdqs. 
Philo Bybhius ſpeaking of the Phygenician Gods, names Ev 
for one of *em, which appears to be the ſame with the Hebrew iv 
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the Royal Dignity appertain'd to the Tribe of 
Heb. 7. 14. Judab, as the Prieſthood did to that of Leui; 
whereas both were united in Chrift, who as he 
ſprang from the Royal Stock of Judah, ſo he was made a High 
Prieſt after the Order of Melchizedek, in whom both thoſe 
Offices concur'd. | | | „ 
The Benediction this Great Perſon pronounc'd on Abraham, 
is improv'd to the ſame purpoſe by this inſpir d 
Ver. 6, 7. Author, who ſays, Without all Cont radiction the 
| Leſs is bleſſed of the Better; intimating that ſince 
the Patriarch from whom Levi deſcended, receiv'd a ſolemn 
Bleſſing from Melchizedek, the Levitical Priefts in the Loins of 
Abraham may be ſaid to have been bleſs'd by that Prieft, and 
the Superiority of his Order thereby ſignify d. 
To the ſame purpoſe, and after the ſame manner, he argues 
5 from Abraham's paying Tithes to Melchizedeh, Now 
Ver. 4, 5, 6. conſider (lays he) how Great this Man was, to whom 
| even the Patriarch Abraham gave the Tenth of the 
Spoils ; and verily they that are of the Sens of Levi, who receive the 
Office of the Prieſthod, hate a Commandment to take Tithes of the 
People, &c. But he whoſe Deſcent is not counted from them, receinv'd 
| Tithes of Abraham, and bleſſed him that had the 
Ver. 9, 10. Promiſes. And as I may ſo ſay, Levi alſo 
: who receiveth Tithes paid Tithes in Abraham; 5 
he was yet in the Lins of his Father when Melchizedek met him. 
From all whieh he concludes the Imperfection of the Levitical 
Prieſthood, and the Perfection of that of Mel- 
ver. 11. chiʒedek; and conſequently that of Chriſt, who 
| is a Prieſt after his Order. 
Laſtly, He confirms this Doctrine by obſerving that the Ho- 
ly Scripture repreſents the Prieſthood of Chrift to be without 
75 e and of eternal Duration; a Privilege to which the 
HFHouſe of arm could never pretend, ſince the Death of one 
High Prieſt of his Family made it neceſſary for another to 
ſucceed in that Office; and fince both the Levitical Prieſt- 
| hdod, and the Ceremonial Law that appertain'd to it, were to 
be chang'd to give way to the more glorious Diſpenſation of 
the Goſpel, in which the Eternal Prieſthood of Chrift was to 
take place. And they truly (ſays he, ſpeaking of 
Heb. 7. 23, the Prieſts under the Law) were many Prieſts, be- 
24, 25. cauſe they were not ſuffer d to continue by reaſon of 
| . Death. But this Man, becauſe he continues ever, hath 
| an unchangeable Pprieſt hond. And à little after, Fr 
Ver. 28. the Law maketh Men High Prieſis who have Infirmity, 
bh but the Word of the Oath which was ſince the Law, 
maketi the Sn, wh) is conſectated far evermore. | 
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is Man too, now ſince he is riſen from the Dead. 
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" The Prieſthood of Aaron indeed in many things typify'd{that 


of our Saviour, as the ſame Epiſtle to the Hebrews plainly 


makes appear; but it was neceſſary the greater -Dignity of the 


latter ſhould be prefigur'd, which is done by the Character of 
Melchizedek recorded in the Old Teſtament. And as the au- 
tient Fews thought the Holy Scripture almoſt conſtantly di- 


rected their View to the Meſſiah, ſo tis evident that divers of 


the moſt eminent Prophets, Captains, Judges, Kings and 
Prieſts, mention'd in the Sacred Hiſtory, were Types of Him; 
and therefore *tis no wonder that this Divine Writer inſiſts fo 
much on the Hiſtory of Melchizedek, in whom the Office of a 


Prieft was united to that of a King, as a plain Type of our 


Redeemer. | | 
I don't think it neceſſary to recount the various Conjec- 
tures that have been made about the King of Salem, by thoſe 
whoſe too great Curioſity has render'd 'em very ſollicitous to 
know Who he was, and from what Family he deſcended: for 
I take this Enquiry to be as unneceſſary and vain, 
as to ſeek after the Sepulchre of Moſes, which Deut. 34. 6. 
the Scripture ſays, No Man knows to this Day 5 or 


that Queſtion of Manoah, who ask'd the Angel that appear'd £ 


to him, What was his Name, and had no other 


Anſwer than this, -Why askeſt thou after my Name, Judg. 13-17, 
1 


ſeeing it is ſecret ? | 
But fince the Account given of him in the 
Book of Geneſis, and in the Epiſtle to the He- Heb. 7. 4. 
brews, ſufficiently ſhews that he was a Qian 
(whatever ſome have, advanc'd to the contrary) it may ſeem 


very ſtrange that the Author of this*Epiſtle ſhould declare, 


he was without Father, without Mother, without Deſ- | 

cent [or Genealogy] having neither beginning of Days, d jÜubn- 
nor end of Life; and that being made like the Son of 7, ver. 3. 
God, he abides 4 Prieſt continually, Yet when tis 


: 6 eſted (as it is in the ſame place) that the Prieſthood of 
r 


iſt was prefigur'd by this Perſon, tis not ſo difficult to un- 


derftand the meaning of thoſe. Expreſſions; and that they 


are not to be taken in an abſolute ſenſe, as if he was without 
Parentage and Genealogy, as if he was never born, nor ever 


dy'd ; for this is inconfiftent with the State of any mere Man: 


but that the Senſe is, There is no Account in his Hiſtory of 
what Family he deſcended, of the time of his Birth, or that 
of his Death ; all which were purpoſely conceal'd to render 


bim as fit a Type of our Bleſſed Saviour, as the Condition 


of a frail Man would allow, . For Chrift may be ſaid to be 


without Father, in reſpect of his Human Nature; without Mo- 


ther, in regard of his Divine; without beginning of - Days, as he is 
God ; and without End of Life, not only as he is God, but as he 


And 
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And ſeeing a more than ordinary Care was antiently taken 
to preſerve the Genealogy both of Kings and Priefts, and no 

fuck thing is dene for Melchizedek, notwithſtanding his Emi. 
nency in both Offices, tis a ſufficient Indication that the Ac- 
count of his Family and Deſcent, of his Birth and Death, are 
omitted in the Sacred Hiſtory, to give him ſome ſhadow of re. 
ſemblance to our Saviour, the Dignity of whoſe Perſon, and 
Eternity of whoſe Priefthood, he was deſign'd to typify and 


repreſent, as much as the Circumſtances of Human Nature 


cou'd permit, . | | 
 _ Having confider'd the Character of that Great Prince who 
congratulated Abraham, I am now, | 

42 To ſpeak of the Congratulation it ſelf. 


he great Reſpect Melchizedek bore to the Patria as 


preſs d in the Text, by his going out to meet him, by the Enter, 
tainment he gave him, and by the Bleſſing he pronounc'd on 
him, on the occaſion of his Glorious Expedition. | 
He took this Opportunity, not only to ſhew his Hoſpitality 
to Abraham and his Troops, who were probably much fatigu'd 
with long and ſpeedy Marches, but to expreſs his Affection to 
the noble Cauſe of Liberty, which Abraham had vindicated 


with ſo much Courage, Reſolution and good Condutt, and 


which the Providence of God had fo ſignally fayour'd, in 
crowving his Enterprizes with the deſir'd Succeſs, 

Philo indeed ſays, Melchizedek * offer d Sacrifices on the ac- 
count of this Victory; and *tis poſſible he might preſent to 
God other Sacrifices betides that of Praiſe on this occaſion ; 


ſeeing this is not at all inconſiſtent with his treating Abraham 


and his Army with Bread and Wine. But the proof the Ro- 
maniſts pretend to bring for their Sacrifice of the Maſs, from 


the Suppotition that Bread and Wine were the matter of Melchi- 


2edel's Oblation, is too far fetch'd to need a ſerious Refutation. 
Nor is it worth the while to give a particular Account of a 

Tradition that paſſes among the Eaſtern Chriſ- 
Vid, 'Selden tians, That Melchizedek offer'd no bloody Sacrifices, 
de jure Nat. ht only Bread and Vine. I is much more reaſona- 
&Gent.jux- ble to conclude, that as the Ammonites and Moa- 
ta Hebr. . bites expos'd themſelves to a Curſe, and were not 
IL. 3. c. 2. ſuffer'd to enter into the Congregation of the LO Rh, 


Deut. 23. 3, even to the Tenth Generation, becauſe they met not the 
4. Iſraelites with Bread and Water in the way, when they 


ü 4 came out of Egypt: So this pious Prince, who 
entertain'd Abraham and his Forces with Bread and Wine, af- 


J „ 


der they had been hazarding their Lives for the Service of the 
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Publick, entaiłd a -Blefſing on himſelf by this generous and 
hoſpitable Act, while he pronounc'd a Bleſſing on Him who had 
the Promiſes, which is the next thing under Conſideration. 
For one Man to bleſs another, in the common uſe of that 
Phraſe, is to wiſh or pray for his Happineſs and Proſperity 5 
and it being uſual for Men to ſignify their Reſpe& to each o- 
ther by the Expreſſion of ſuch Deſires; To Bleſs, in the He. 


brew Idiom, is (to ſalute or pay Reſpect.] Thus when  Fo- 


ſeph preſented his Father to the King of Egypt, 


'tis ſaid, Jacob bleſt Pharaoh; and the ſame. Gen. 47. ; 


Phraſe is us'd when he went out of the King's 10. 
Preſehce. And becauſe tis common for Men to 3 
take notice of the good Qualitys or Actions of thoſe whom 
they efteem, and to whom they would ſhew a great deal of 
reſpet, the ſame word ſometimes imports (to 
praiſe.] Thus David ſays to Abigail, Bleſſed be 1 Sam. 25. 
thy Advice, and bleſſed be thou, who haſt kept me 33. 


this day from coming to ſhed Blood, &c. As if he 


had ſaid, Thy Counſel is very much to be commended, and 
thou art worthy of Efteem and Praiſe, who haſt given me 
this good Advice. : 
Another principal part of Civility is to acknowledg Obliga- 
tions; and ſo [to bleſs] may ſometimes be interpreted (to 
give Thanks.] Thus when Foab had obtain'd leave of David 
to bring Abſalomagain to Court after his Exile; | 
his grateful Reſentment of this Favour is thus 28am. 14.22. 
expreſt: Joab ſell on his Face to the Ground, and 


bow'd himſelf, and thank'd the King, or {bleſſed the King) as it is 


in the Original. And as Reſpett and Gratitude are often ſhewn 
by making Preſents, theſe are call'd Bleſſings 


in the Hebrew Dialect. Receive my Preſent Gen.33.10,11. 


from my Hand (ſays Jacob to his Brother Eſau) | | 
for therefore I have ſeen thy Face, as tho I had ſeen the Face of God, 
and thou waſt pleud with me. Take, I pray thee, 9 


my Bleſſing, that is brought to thee, I Sam. 25. 27. 


Nor is this Word leſs frequently us'd for 1 
Congratulat ion: For after the Dedication of the Temple of So- 
lomon, we are told, He ſent the People away, and  _ 8 
they bleſt the King, aud went to their Tents jyyful and 1 Kings 8. 66. 
glad of Heart, for all the Goodneſs that the Lord | 
had done for David his Servant, and for Iſrael his People. That 
is, they congratulated the King, on this occaſion of publick 
Joy and Thankſgiving. And in this Seuſe | 


aged Simeon bleſt Joſeph, and Mary the Mother Luk. 2. 33,34. 


of our Saviour. 


According to this Account, when our Text ſays, Melchizedek | 
bleſt Abrabam, it may reaſonably be ſuppos'd, that the King of 
| h | Salem, 


ie . s 
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Salem, at. this Interview, ſaluted the Patriarch with great 
Marks of Affection and Reſpect; that he commended his Ge. 
neroſity and publick Spirit, who ſo willingly dræw his Sword in 
defence of the Rights of Mankind, and ſhew'd no leſs Conduct 
in the ſpeedy March of his Troops, and the prudent Diſpoſi. 
tion of em to ſurprize the Enemy, than Courage in expoſing 
his own Perſon at the Head of em: That he did not omit to 
recount the great Obligations all the Neighbouring Princes 
ow'd to this Victorious General, who had clear'd the Country 
of thoſe Tyrants, whoſe Barbarity was become inſupportable; 
ſince they had laid waſte ſo many fruitful Countrys, and depo. 
pulated ſo many Citys already, and were likely to extend their 
exorbitant Power much farther in a very little time: That he 
return'd Thanks to Abraham, as the Reftorer and Defender of 
the common Liberty; that he preſented him ſome Refreſh- 
ments, and eyen regal'd his Army with Bread and Wine, as 
an Acknowledgment of his extraordinary Services to the Pub- 
lick; and that he congratulated him on fo glorious and joyful 
an Occaſion, wiſhing him all imaginable Proſperity and Succeſ 

for the future. ö | 
Melchizedek, in quality of a King, had reaſon to bleſs Abra- 
ham after this manner; but the Character of his Prieftheod 
. gives us a yet more full Idea of his Bleſſing, For 
Gen. 27. & the Prediction of future Benefits is commonly 
Ch. 49. call'd a Bleſſing, and in this ſenſe the Patriarchs 
were wont to bleſs their Children. And as it 
ſometimes ſignifys an Act that properly belong'd to the Prieftly 
Office, it was not only a Prayer for the Proſperity of others, 
but a Prophecy of their Happineſs. After this manner Aarn 
and his Sons were order'd to bleſs the Children of Jſrael un- 
| der the Law, ſaying, The LO RD bleſs thee,” and 
Numb. 6. keep thee; the LORD make his Face to ſhine upm 
23—26. thee, and be gracious unto thee , the LO RD lift 
his Countenance upon ther, and give thee Peace: for tis 
Ver. 27. added, And they ſhall put my Name upon the Children 
Iſrael, and I will bleſs them. Theſe Sentences had 
the force of Divine Promiſes, and were pronouric'd in the 
Name of God, to aſſure their Accompliſhment to all who wort- 
ſhip'd andobey'd him. And in our Text, inſtead of [ Bleſſed be 
- be. the Arabic Verſion renders it [Abraham ſhall be 

E 1 . , 

That Melchizedek bleſt Abraham by virtue of his Prieſtlj 
Office, appears, in that the Author of the Epiſtle to the He. 
brews infers the Authority and Dignity of the former above the 
| latter, from this very Akt, when he ſays, Without 
Heb. 7. 7. all Contradiction, the Leſs is bleſſed of the Better. -So 
that there is no Inconſiſtence in ſuppoſing that 
| | Melchi- 


Kingdom rules over all (as t UE 
he has an uncontrolable Power and Authority, yet he goyerns 
the World by Rules of Wiſdom and Equity, and ftill tempers 


". 
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Helchizedek bleſt Abraham both in a Civil and Religious manner; 
that as he was a Prieft he added Predictions of his Succeſs, and 


Aſſurances of the Fayour of God, to the Congratulation he 


made him as a King. 5 | 
This is confirm'd by the form of Words he us'd in pronoun- 
cing this Bleſſing, Bleſſed be Abraham of the moſt High God, Poſ- 


* 


ſoffor of Heaven and Earth. For this Name of the moſt Hieb 
God being us'd in oppoſition to the falſe Gods of the Pagan Na- 


tions, was fit to be mention'd on this occaſion, to excite the Pa- 
triarch's Faith and Confidence in the Divine Favour and Pro- 


tection; and the other Title of Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth, 


which the Septuagint renders, the Maker of Heaven and Earth, 
ſeems added to aſſert the Sovereign Authority and Univerſal 
Dominion of God. And thus, *tis as if the Royal Prieſt had 
faid, (May the Supreme Ruler of the World, who has an un- 
« doubted Right to govern the Univerſe which himſelt has 


oy 


« created and upholds ; may He, who has ſo ſignally exerted 


« his Power in fayour of thoſe who fear and ſerve him, and 


« in oppoſition to the proud and cruel Attempts of arbitrary 
“ Princes, continue to crown thee with his Bleſſing, who in 
« confidence of his Aſſiſtance and Defence haft fonght his Bat- 


ce tels, and vindicated the Cauſe of Liberty which 


« the Almighty ſo much approves. For tho God's Pſ.103.19. 
5 7 — Pſalmiſt ſpeaks) tho 2 


his Sovereignty with Clemency and Goodneſs; for 

ſhalt not the Fudg of. all the Earth do right * Tho he Gen. 18.25. 
has a mighty Arm, ſtrong is his Hand, and high is his Pſal. 89. 
Right Hand; yet Juſtice and Judgment are the Habi- 13, 14. 
tation of his Throne, Mercy and Truth go before his Face. ES” 


And if Mechizedeh was a Prophet, as in all appearance he 


was, fince he is ſo much prefer'd to Abraham, 
to whom that Title is expreſly given, he might Gen. 20. 7, 


be inſpir'd to bleſs Abraham at this time, to give 


him the greater Aſſurance of the Divine Approbation of his 
Expedition, and the future Bleſſings he might expect as the 
Reward of ſo Glorious an Undertaking. | | 
'Tis, moreover, worthy a Remark, that this Bleſſing was 
foon after confirm'd to Abraham from Heaven in a Viſion : For 
in the beginning of the fifteenth Chapter *tis ſaid, After theſe 
things came the Word of the Lord to Abraham in a Viſion, ſaying, 
Fear nat Abraham, 1 am thy Shield, and thy exceeding great Re- 
ward, And as this Great Victory was a Pledg of the Bleſſings 


God had promis'd him before, in theſe Terms, 


I will make of thee a great Nation, and I will bleſs Gen. 12. 2, 3. 
thee, and make thy Name great, and thou ſhalt be a : 
„ Bleſſing ; 


* 4 
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Bleſſing ; and 1 will bleſs them that bleſs thee, & c. So we find th 
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Glorious Action not only recorded to his immortal Honour in 


this Hiſtory of Moſes, but celebrated long after by the eloquent 
and inſpir' d Pen of, Iſaiah; for the beft Interpreters believe 
| this Prophet gives a Deſcription of Abraham, 

Iſa. 41.2, when he ſays, Who raid up the Righteous Man from 
„ 1 - the Eaft, call'd him to his Foot, gave the Nations before 
him, and made him rule over Kings? Hie gave them 


 &@ the Duft to his S word, and as driven Stubble to his Bow. He pur: 


ſu d them, and paſt ſafeb, even by the way that he had not gone witli 
his Feet, Who hath wrought and done it, calling the Generations from 


the beginning? Ithe LORD the firſt, and with the laſt, I am He, And 


indeed ſome of the Fews think this Victory, obtain'd over the 
four Kings, an early Preſage and Figure of the Overthrow of 
. the four great Monarchys of the World, ſpo- 
Dan. 7. ken of by the Prophet Daniel; who when he had 
Ver. 27. preditted their Deſtruction, adds, And the King. 
dim and Dominion, and the Greatneſs of. the Kingdom 
under the whole Heaven ſhall be. given to the People of the Saints 
of the Moſt High, whoſe Kingdom is an everlaſting Kingdom, and all 
Dominions ſhall ſerve and obey him. a | 7 . BE 
While the King of Salem does Abraham the Honour that his 
important Services to the Publick requir'd, he does not forget 
to offer ſolemn Praiſes to that God who rules the Hoſts of 
Heaven, as well as the Armys of Men; for while he is con- 
gratulating and bleſſing the Patriarch, he adds —— And bleſſed 
be the moſt High God, who has deliver d thy Enemys into thy hand 3 
or who has ſhut thy Enemys into thy hand, as ſome chuſe to render 
it: an Expreſſion. that ſeems to ſignify how much the Divine 
Providence -iinterpos'd to favour Aral 
ving him an Opportunity of encloſing his Enemys, ſo as to 
give em an intire Defeat. For whatever Praiſe is due to the 
reat Benefactors of Mankind for procuring the Publick Wel. 
are and Peace, and whatever Acknowledgment is due to their 
excellent Qualitys and illuftrious Actions; yet 
Dan. 4-25- the chief Glory belongs to the moſt High, who rules 
. in [every] Kingdom of Men, and gives it to whom- 


am with Succeſs, by gi - 


pf. 76. 12. ſever he wil: Who, when he ſecs fit, cuts off the 


Spirit of Princes, and is terrible to the Kings of the 


Earth Who can infatuate their Counſels, or break their well- - 


concerted Meaſures, and make their Armys flee, even when 
none purſues: Who can inſpire thoſe, whom he deſigns for 
Conquerors, with Prudence in Counſel, Courage in the time 
of Danger, Reſolution in difficult Circumſtances, and Preſence 
of Mind in the Heat of Battel; and can incline the Ballance 
of Vidory how and when he pleaſes, e 
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The Piety of Abraham no lefs appears, on this account, than 
that of Raga) for while one offers ſolemn Thankſgivings - 
to God for this Victory, the other humbly acknowledges the 
ſame Bleſſing, in paying the Homage of Tithes, after-Melchi- 
zedek's Congratulation: for we propos d to diſcourſe, 
Il. Of Abrahan's Offering: And he gave him Tithes of al. 
le preſented an Oblation of the Tenth part of the Spoils be 
had taken, to the High Prieft, by way of Homage to the 
moſt High God, in whoſe Cauſe. be had been engag d, who _ 
had preſery'd him from the Perils of War, and had given him ; 
the Necks of his Enemys. r 
Same conjecture, that when he took the Field he made a 
folema Vow to God, that if he would pleaſe to cover his Head 
in the Day of Battel, and make him retura a Conqueror, he 
would pay this Homage at his Altar 5 as Jatob ee, 
afterwards vow'd to pay the Tithes of all his Gen. 28. 2% * 
Subſtance, if God wou d preſerve him, ſupply 21, 22. 
him with Food and Raiment, and return him to bis * 
Father's Houſe in Peace. I is trut, Abrabam tells the King of 
Sodom, he had lifted up his Hand to the 4 88 
moſt High God Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth, Gen. 14. 23, 
that he would take nothing of the Spoil that 1 
belong d to that Prince; but whether this Vow was made before 
the Mao er if ſo, whether Abraham bound his Soul with 
the ſame {acred Obligation to offer the Tenth of his Spoil, 
in caſe he ſhould return in Triumph, is uncertain. 
However *tis-not to be doubted, that as War is an Ap» 
peal to God to give, by his Providence, a Deciſion of ſuch * 
Tontroverſys between Princes and States, as cannot be other 
wiſe determin'd for want of ſufficient Arbiters on Earth; the - 
pious Patriarch had off:r'd up his moſt fervent Prayers for the 
Divine Aſſiſtance in ſo hazardous an Undertaking, And now 
neither the Congratulations of the Princes, nor the Acclama- 
tions of the People whom he had reſcu'd from the Hands of - 
Tyranks, could make him forget the Duty hae 
ow'd to that God, who had given him his Heart's Pſal. 21. 2 
Deſire, and had not withholden the Requeſt of bis Lips. N 
Tis obſervable, that the Payment of Tithes was a Homage 
of a very antient date, as appears by what has been already | 
ſaid, Some Veſtiges of it are eaxly to be found among, ſomne 
of the Heathens, who devoted the Tenth. part of the Produt 
of their Land either to the Service of their Gods, or to the 
Exigencys of the-Publick ; as appears by what “ Piſiſtratus, King ". 
of Athens, ſays in his Letter to Solon. | e 
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which gave occaſion to his Humility and Piety to ſhine with a, 
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big And under the Law of Moſes, Gpd. did not only + 

Lev. 29. claim the Tithe of 72 Product of their Land as, 

| 30, 31,32” -ſacredto n and order it to he devoted to 

Setvice; but aft 1 fallen obtain d 4 Vic-- X 

Numb. 31. tory over the Midianites,” there was an Offering not 

| ' - ublike this Decimation by Abraham: for à certain 
Tribeg w levy id out of the Spoil, whichiis call'd the Heave- 

Offering of the LORD. Something of this kind is refer'd to 

- by the Pſalmiſt, when; after he had celebrated 

PL. 76.11. ſome great Viktory, be gives this Exbertation; | 

Vm and pay to the LO RD your God, let all that are 
hee «bout him bring © Preſents 40 him who ought to be fear d. And, 
when the Prophet Micah foretels the great Advantages the Jews 
ſhould obtain over their Enemys, he adds, = 
Mic: 13. will conſecrate their Gain to the LO R'D, and their 
- Nance tothe LORD of the while Barth, - 
As Melchizedek | on the one hand did not think Us hn le” 

ö qualify'4 for this great Expedition, or leſs worthy of his Bleſ-. 

lng, becauſe the Church to which the latter belong'd, and | vo 
which he minifter'd, conſiſted only of a large Family of Pil-. 
grims: ſo neither did the Patriarch ſcruple to, pay Tithes to. 
the High Prieſt; becauſe he prefided in a Church. of a more 
extenſive Form, and exercisd 4 Prieſthood of an Order diffe-. 
rent from his; fince they both worlhip d the True God with $a, 
ſame Sincerity and Piety. - 

It was not to increaſe his Riches, or enlarge his dominion, 
that 4brabam took up Arms, but Ke became the Head of a Con- 
federacy form'd/purpoſely to mortify Oppreſſors, and to relieve 
the Oppreſs' d; Juſtice and Mercy were the -Principles that 
animated and govern'd him in this Enter prize, the Succeſs of 


diftinguiſh'd Luftre, in e ah to give the Great God the A 
Glory due to his Name, as the Pſalmiſt does on a 
Pfal, 13. like occaſion: It s God (ſays he) that girds me with 
2239 Strength, and makes my way perfect. He makes my. . 
| Feet like Hind's Feet, and ſets me upon my High Places: 
He 3 my Hands to war, ſo that 4 Bom of Steel it broken by 
Arms. Thul Hafi alſo given me the Shield of thy Salvation, 2 8 7 x 
Kight Hand has holden me up, and thy Gentleneſs has made' me 6 
Thou haft enlaigd my Steps under me, that my Feet did not lis... I 
have purſu'd ni  Enemys, and overtaken them, neither did I turn again 
il they were conſum d. I wounded them, that they were not able to 
riſe 3 ey are ne. 1217 m feet. For thou haſt girded me with” 
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 Prength unto Batfel': Thou haſt Tabdi'd under me theſe that Toſe up c- 
0 Py inſt me, Ke. - 5 bo | my 4 5 M F $ | 8 8 755 


And nowthat che Senſe of our Text has been explain'd by 
the Hiftory of Abrabam's Expedition, to which it refers, it ap- 
ars to be no difficult matter to accommodate it taour preſent 
ircumſtances, and the Occafion of our Joy and Thankſgiving 
TL Ae d as hg, 
Tiseyident to every one who 


7 \ 


bend 3 on the State of pub- 


lick Affairs, t W of this Nation and our Allys have 
the like reaſon to congratülate her Majeſty on the Train of 


| Succeſſes which has attendetl"the Confederate Arms, that. th 
q Kings of Cann and their Pevple- had to ſhew the ſame Reſpett 
o Abraham 5, much more to offer ſ6lemn Thankſgiving to the 
| High God, 'to whoſe ſpecial Providence we owe all thoſe 
Victorys and Adyantages that give us ſo juft reaſon of Joy at 


; this 5 JJ ͤ Hee ds el 

The Caufe in which her Majeſty is engag'd is Juftand Glo- 
rious, and of the ſame nature with that which Abraham eſpous d. 
= 'Tis to ſet bennds'to the Exorbitant Power of. a Great Tyrant, 
| and of the Princes Confederate with him, if they may fill be - 


call'd Princes, who have ba ſely facrific d their own Honour, and 
| their People's Liberty (as much as in em lay) to the Ambition 
of a Tyrant; and were rather willing to b:come his Vaſſals, 
in hope” to tyranhize in their turn over Slaves of an inferiout 


Rank, than to enjoy a juſr and regular Authority, and to go- 
vern by Rules of Equity and Reaſon. n. 
_ Certainly afl Who are guided by Principles of Reaſon, and 
have any reliſh of Religion, muſt own it to be a 1 glorious 


. Enterprize'to ſuccour Men in diftreſs, to relieve the Oppreſs d, 
t to reſtore Liberty to Captives, and to help them to Right uh 

' are wrong d. And as Abrabams Expedition againſt the four Ty-- 
rants of Canaan was both approv'd of God, and applauded by 

15 Men; ſo the preſent War againſt France and its Allys may be 
ceeaſiſ vindicated on the ſame Principles, and tis to be hop'd 
3 vill be at length crown'd with the ſame Succeſs. / | 


And if beſides the Reſtitution of the common Rights of 
Mankind, Abraham had a ſpecial Regard to the Deliverance of 
Lot and his Family, not only on account of Kindred, but of 
Religion ; hedid but act by a very equal Rule, to do ge to all. 
Men, but eſpecially” to thoſe of the  Houſhold of Faith. And if the 
preſent War ſhould iſſue in the intire Reſtoration ' of the viola - 
ted Rights of Proteftants, as well as of the common Liberty 
of Europe, it will render the Undertaking ſo much the more 
Glorious and Memorable. And tho ſome of our Allys differ 
yery SEE us in their Sentiments as to Matters of Reli- 
gion, this can't render 8 with 'em in * 1 
, | Fo © age 4 „ 
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20 A Thankſgiving: Sermon 
of the publick Liberty more unlawful, than Abrabam's Alliance 
with Manre, Eſchol, and Aner, his Heathen Neighbours, and 
his taking part with the five Kings of the Plain on a like occa- 
| fion, His Prudence in this caſe was ſo far from being an Im- 
A peachment of his Piety, that he receiv'd at his Return the Ap. 
[ probation both of God and Men for this glorious Expedition. 
The juſt Congratulations her Majeſty has receiv'd both 
from abroad and at home, and particularly on the great Suc- 
 , ecfſes of the laſt Campaign, reſemble thoſe that met the Pa- 
4. | triarch after his Victory; and theſe : Succeſſes 
ISam. 2. 30. themſelves ſhew how much God delights 10 honour 
3 thoſe who honour him, while thoſe that deſpiſe him are 
. lightly efteemd : And as Abraham, when he return'd laden with 
the Spoils of his Enemys, paid Homage to the Supreme. Go. 
vernour of the World, and thereby acknowledg'd that God 
had taught his Hands to war, and his Fingers to fight, 
Pſal. 1 8.34, and that he had given him the Shield of his Salvation; 
1 fo this Excellent Princeſs does with Ike Devotion 
aſcribe all the Bleſſings that attend her Reign, 
Anc particularly the repeated Succeſſes of her 
Prov. 8. 15. Arms, to that God by whom Good Kings and > 
Pſal. 13.27.  reizn ; who ſaves the 4flifted and 6 preſſed, ps, 
brings down high Looks; and wherein Nytants deal 
Exod. 18 11. proudly, ſhems himſelf to be above em. 
And as her Majeſty has made appear bow much 
She has at heart the common Welfare, by giving a conſiderable 
Fart of her Property to carry on this neceſſary War with the 
greater Vigour ; ſo She has ſhewn her Piety and Zeal, in de- 
voting another Part of the Revenue of her Crown for the more 
honourable Maintenance of 4 publick Miniſtry, whoſe Buſineſs it is 
to preach the Goſpel. | | u 
If we ſhauld trace the many remarkable 0 of the Divine 
8 Providence for ſome years paſt, and take a View of the ſur- 
= prizing Methods by which our Civil and Religious Rights 
have been ſecur'd, againft the ſecret D ſigns and open'Force of, 
our Enemys; the Reflection would eaſily engage our Wonder, 
and might juſtly raiſe our De voti. 
| Can we forget the late Happy Revolution, and the good 
[ Conſcquences of it in the glorioys Reign of the late King tt 
| - liam, without being unjuſt to the Memory of that- illuſtrious 
Prince, and regardleſs of the Foundation on which the preſent 
Government ſtands, under which we enjoy ſo many Privileges. 
at preſent, and hope to tranſmit em ſecure 222 Poſterity? 
am lorh to paſs by in filence the celebrated Victorys of. 
Blenbem and Ramillies, and that before the Walls of Turin, and 
ſome other Succeſſes of the preſent War, that, ſhine with a diſ- 
finguilli'd Glory,” and will continue ſo to do in Generations to 
% 01 8 ow r come: 
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Lines that had ſo long been a ſtro 


Preachd February 17. 1503. 


Sof the Year, was a very eminent Turn af Pro- 


the beginning our Favour. The Confidence of Succeſs in that 


Affair, expreſhd by the French Agents in ſo 
Courts, 


lick Credit on that occaſion, ought r fuſe us in mind 


much we owe to the Hand of God / for ating temen De- 
ſign of our Enemys at that Tims. 


| The ſurprizing Speed with which the Engli Fleet, was 
equip d to obſerve the Enemy, the ſeaſunable Prevention of 


their Landing, and their ſhameful Return to their-Port,-af- 


ter tbey had leverely ſuffer d hy the W may well fur- 
niſh us with Song of Ra N 
de Winds and Waves abey, and w. 


Praiſe ef Him whom 


to the 
So gas Soy Ples 136 
ſes in Heaven, and in Earth, in Ae and all. deed. Vf. 135.6 


Places. 
This abortive Enterprize n not onl n to the Dittmer 


of our Enemys, but hinder'd em from executing their great 


Projects in the Netherlands, mee! — y expected to have pre- 
vail d by their Numbers, if they could have diverted a part of 
the Confederate. Forces, by ma — = Deſcent in the North; 
and it muſt be confeſs? that their Scheme was very well form'd, 
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But I ſhall gonfinęe m {elf to a brief recital of ſome 
gf ine moſt memorable Actions of. the laſt Cam | 
| AN Diſapppgintment of the intended Invaſion Scrtlend in 


w they had great Aſſurance of Abettdrs among us, | 
if they had landed. T he Shock which was given to the oh 


had not God iritergos'd for our Help, and blaſted their. perns 3 


cious Devices. 


The ſame d Proyidence bleſs'd our Treops with 2 chn- 
ſiderable Victory at Audenard over the ſuperior Number gf our 
Enemys, preſerv'd Antwerp from falling into their Hands, and 


reduc'd Ghent and Bruges by the victorious Arms of the Alhys, 
after thoſe Citys had been ſarpriz'd by the Enem 


Nor ſhould we omit to mention the retry Progreſs of : 


the Forces of the Duke of Saum, who notwithſtanding the al- 


. moſt inſuperable Difficultys that encounter'd him, penetrated 


the Territorys of France, and made unexpected -Conqueſts 
thre... to the great Reputation of his, prudent Conduct a and 
8 
o theſe Inftances 1 may be added the Succeſs of ohr Fleets, 
doth in the Weft-Indies. and the Mediterranean Sea, in the Con- 
queſt of Sardinia and Minorca, and the eaſ 2 of Aa- 
han, the chief Fortreſs and Port of that 1 $4 
But that which growns all the reſt, is, the ay of thoſe 
1 Me rrier to France, and 


eby opening a way to raiſe. Contributions in that King- 

om, together with the taking of the City and Citadel of 

iſle, notwithſtanding the natural and artifcial Strength ot 
that, en ang the eee Fro that defended: 5 
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a . the Mopar Armpof Her, Twi 


: Pſal.20, 1 


laſt 'em to prevail againſt us, and to Riacpt ohe Her 


: 


Seng Ss d 

Princes of zhe Bloedut che Head of it, Aud under the” EY 

tion di their moſt-celebranal Generat; wo —— | 
ite us difficult ar poffibte, e 2d 

Dountry mut that impourtsnt Place ae Tom the AK $ 

the Sores that-more neveflary to catty e eon chat meme 


Si 21032 J. 10 £20811 A 5227 
| Fuste ae mam Cincumſtanbes that ny Pw Bot ths 
me to recount, Sbiche ga 2 the Glory G Wer Conqtchts; 
Sach asth&?Preſoryation of che Lives of thoſt iHufteichs Ge. 


nerals, who commanded the agen cn ks when e + od 
x97 inminenit Danger: 2 — — g . God was 
Please u to gbbe for the et Fe x57 NR fot 
che. Reduction of Ghen⁰ A, 6 f tue Year 


when, according to the ofdinary ce 1 . — it Was 
to be expected: The pannick Kor: SN 
their ſhameful Flight their ! 88 


federate Troops Abe ele: Ae the Fer aol 
Diſappointment of the Duke 0. —— Delign n 


Is: * 52 ** 10 
An theſe are worthy of our f iee, and ou; it te d 
poſe our Minds to bleſs and veg 2 8 oh 17 
„ 1759 + goice in Nis Salvation, i ſet up 
atmers + Ard ro engout 2 59 644 8 Fo 
1140? flow for the continuance of roger that all th. 


. Succeſſes nay: at lengths be crew Hd With an Hotiourable Aud 
| LEONE, Peace. yy es 


In the mean time the Goodneſs of. Ge meld 1 
Repuntagce, left after ſo many Deliveraness fro the 
of out gemys, and fo any! victerys ef 


vs, 


Or leſt he ſhould puniſh'vs for our” SinPhiore' ſeverely, and 
more immediately by his dw Hand. And hoy 


: Heb.1o. 31. terrible thing is it to fall into the Hand of tHe Liv: 


nin Go Tho the Arms of ” AWtham were fue 

fat ta deliver the Inhabitants of Som and "Gomtvryh, o 

mab and Zebojim from the Tyrants that had plumder d fem, At 

led em into Captivity; yet his repeatec e Bok 
God for em could not für 


ö Gen- 100 When neither che Calamitys they had RED Ween, 


the Mercys they bad recely d niade any! 

ſion on their Minds to reclaim em Kb telt Vier 170 
their Ingratitude to "Heaven; -after ſo Any # 'Deliverat 
from their Enemys, drew Vengeance down on their Shy 
Heads in Storms of Fire and Brimſtone, to their utter De 
ſtrutkion. May this Nation avoid the fame Crimes, left 


intur à Puniſhment like that which befef thoſe miſerable Citys. 


| To eonclade, Since Sed has blefs'd ber Maſefty e * 
n the 
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_ Preach'd February 17. 170% c 23 
the Accompliſhment of that important Union of land and 

«cotland, as well as with a long Train of nn. Victorys 

and Succeſſes; ſince He has rewarded her Piety and Modera- 

tion, in giving her ſo many Triumphs over her Enemys, and 
ſo great an Efteem and Affection in the Hearts of her People, 
25 appears by the Unanimity and Zeal of their Repreſenta- 
| tives for the Support of her Government, She may well be 
congratulated on this happy Occaſion as Abraham was by Mel- 
chizedek, Blefſed be Queen ANNE of the moſt High God, the Poſ- 
ſeſſor of Heaven-and Earth; and bleſſed be the moſt High Gad, who 
has deliver'd' ber Bnemys*into-her Fan: Or in the. Wordlsof Deb = 
14h to Jael, er ko We Siſera, - 5 
Army of King in, | . above | Wome men : , 3Blg 4 
ſult. She. be above our Jo, + q 


a” 
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t us expreſs our Joy, as the Plalmiſt repre ents the Peo- | 
ple, of Jeet to have done, on a like Occaſion, for the Success 
of their Kings: Let us ſay, The Queen ſhall re. 
pice in thy Strength. O HRD; -and in ti Salva - Pſal. 211 
tin how greatly. ball She. rejoice:! Than haſt. given 25 3. 205 2 15 


_ >” I Os OP a. ng cov Ss. r 


——_— 


. * S 


Hes her; Heart's Defire, and haſt not withbalden tile 
Requeſt of Her Lips, - Selah. For thou preventeſt Her with the - 
leg, Goodneſs,, thou, fe teſt: ai Crows: of, pure 
Gold on Her Head. Her Glo ic great in thy Ver. 3, 6, 7. 
Salugtion;:  Honour,. and Majeſty haſt - thou laid ubeengngn 
Her. Fox, thou, haſt;made Her maſt. bleſſed, - ot: haſt made 
exceeding, glad with thy Countenance, far the Queen truſts in the 


——————— 
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to oK D, and thro the meren of: the MO $T NI She" ſpell 
ds not be mov'de- 1 Tat, 55 3920) 019% ER SIR 

+ And let us offer our fervent Prayers. to Almighty God for 
: the Preſervation of Her Majeſty's Perſon, the Proſperity of 
id Her Government, the Succeſs of Her Arms, and the Support 
w of Her Royal Mind. under the Great Affliction lately befallen 
v: Her, by the Death of the PRINCE Her Conſort, amidſt 
fi © the Triumphs we have been commemorating, Let thoſe, who 
. niniſter in ſacred things, bleſs Her Majefty, in the words of 


the 20th Pſalm, The LORD hear thee in the day of Trouble, the 
Name of the God of Jacob defend thee : Send thee Help from the 
Sanctuary, and ſtrengthen thee out of Sion: Remember all thy Of. 
| ferings . Grant thee according to thy own Heart, and fulfil all _ 
thy Counſel, We will rejoice in thy Salvation, and in the Name of 
ur God we will ſet up our Banners; the LORD fulfil all thy Pe- 
Fitions, Now know I that the LO RD ſaves his Anointed, : he will 
bear Her] from his Holy Heaven, with the ſaving Strength of his 
Nabt Hand, Some truſt in Chariots, and ſome in Herſes, but we will 
remember the Name of the LO RD our God. They are brought down, 


aA 


Is and fallen; but we are riſen, and ſland upright. Save LORD, 
thr let the King hear us when we call. 5 a 
he 


And let all the People ſay, Amen. 
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BOOKS written by the ſame Author, 
TY MNS in Commemoration of the Sufferings of oft 
bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, compgs'd for the Celebra 
tion of his Holy Supper. 55 | 1p 
A Verſion of Solomon's Song of Songs, fit to be bound with 
the Hymns. NT TTT... 
Advice to the Young, or the Rea ſonableneſs and Advans 
tages of an early Converſion, in 3 Sermons on Eccleſ. 12,1; 
To which is added a Funeral Diſcourſe on 2 Cor, 3. 4, The ſe⸗ 
cond Edition, LR 9k": 
A Poem to the Memory of the late King William III. of Glo- 
rions Memory, The third Edition. ' s ; . 
A Thankſgi7ing Sermon for the late Glorious Victory ob- 
tain'd over the trench and Bavarians at Blenheim near Hochſiet. 
A Thankſgiving Sermon, preach'd June 28. 1706 on occq- 
ſion of the Battel at Ramilly, and raiſing the Siege of Barcelona, 
A Thankſgiving Sermon, preach'd May 1. 1707. for the 
Happy Union of England and Saxtland, = 
An Anſwer to Mr. Ruſſen's Book, intitled, Fundamentals withs 
out 4 Foundation, or a true Picture of the Anabaptiſts, © 


All fold by J. Baker at Mercers-Chappel in Cheapfidt. 


